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May  23rd,  193S 

Greetings  from  the  j^inister 
of  Education 


C7^  HIS  month  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of 
the  accession  of  King  George  is  being  cele¬ 
brated  throughout  the  vast  Commonwealth  of 
British  nations.  It  is  hoped  that  you  as  teachers 
will  take  full  advantage  of  the  opportunity  thus 
afforded  to  make  the  Empire  Day  exercises  of  this 
year  even  more  than  usually  impressive. 

In  calling  attention  to  the  size  and  resources 
of  the  Empire  it  would  be  well  to  emphasize  the 
fact  that  the  greatest  resources  of  any  country  are 
to  be  found  in  its  boys  and  girls.  They  are  the 
nation’s  hope  for  the  future.  The  traditions  of 
courage,  honour,  truthfulness,  and  love  of  fair 
play  are  a  precious  legacy  handed  down  from  the 
past.  Their  country  looks  to  them  to  carry  on 
these  traditions  and  to  discharge  their  duties  in 
life  as  good  citizens,  for  it  is  only  through  good 
citizenship  on  the  part  of  its  people  that  a  nation 
can  be  truly  great. 

L.  J.  SIMPSON, 

Minister  of  Education. 


Department  of  Education, 
Ontario 


f 
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(7^  HIS  year  will  probably  be  long  remembered 

in  the  history  of  the  Empire  as  marking  the 
Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of  the  accession  to  the 
Throne  of  Great  Britain  and  of  the  Empire  of  His 
Majesty  King  George  the  Fifth.  It  is  not  un¬ 
fitting,  therefore,  that  on  Empire  Day  of  this  year 
our  thoughts  should  be  turned  to  a  consideration 
of  the  changes  which  have  occurred  in  the  rela¬ 
tionships  existing  between  the  different  parts  of 
the  Empire  during  the  reign  of  His  Majesty. 

Foremost  among  the  causes  of  change  in  the 
spirit  and  structure  of  the  Empire  have  been  the 
common  sufferings  endured  throughout  the  Great 
War.  Of  almost  equal  significance  have  been  the 
revolutionary  changes  effected  during  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century  in  the  modes  of  transporta¬ 
tion  and  of  communication. 

The  incidents  of  the  Great  War  are  too  re¬ 
mote  from  the  lives  of  the  boys  and  girls  now 
attending  school  to  enable  them  to  realize  the 
sacrifices  made  during  that  severe  ordeal.  From 
the  Mother  Country,  from  the  Dominions,  and 
from  all  the  Colonial  Possessions  throughout  the 
world,  men  volunteered  their  services  in  defence 
of  the  Empire.  The  peoples  of  all  parts  of  His 
Majesty’s  Dominions  were  bound  together  in  a 
common  effort  and  in  a  common  sacrifice.  The 
personal  and  practical  interest  of  the  King  and 
Queen  in  the  well-being  of  the  men  engaged  in  all 
branches  of  the  fighting  forces  and  of  the  workers 
devoted  at  home  to  the  promotion  of  a  common 
purpose  appealed  to  the  imagination  of  British 
citizens  the  world  over  and  gave  to  Their  Maj- 
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esties  a  unique  position  in  the  affections  of  their 
subjects.  The  active  participation  of  King  and 
people  in  the  achievement  of  a  single  purpose 
forged  new  and  stronger  bonds  of  Empire. 

Improvements  in  the  mode  of  transport  by 
land  and  water  have  made  it  possible  for  the 
peoples  within  the  several  Dominions  to  meet 
more  frequently  than  heretofore  for  the  exchange 
of  opinions  relating  to  matters  of  common  inter¬ 
est,  and  to  acquire  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of 
the  conditions  of  living  in  other  parts  of  the 
Empire. 

Most  significant,  however,  of  all  the  changes 
effected  during  the  reign  of  His  Majesty  have 
been  the  introduction  and  the  extension  of  the 
transmission  of  sound  by  radio.  To-day,  when 
the  incidents  occurring  within  any  of  the  British 
Nations  or  Colonies  are  made  known  almost  in¬ 
stantly  throughout  all  parts  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth,  the  Empire  has  become  knit  together  as  a 
small  community.  The  addresses  and  messages 
of  the  King,  carried  by  radio  to  the  homes  of 
countless  thousands  of  his  subjects,  have  given  a 
new  and  vivid  reality  to  a  common  citizenship 
within  the  Empire.  Never  before  has  it  been 
possible  for  the  voice  of  a  British  Monarch  to  be 
heard  by  his  peoples  in  far  distant  lands.  This 
conquest  of  space  has  strengthened  the  bonds  of 
unity  within  the  Empire  and  has  confirmed  the 
attachment  of  British  subjects  to  the  person  of 
their  sovereign,  which  has  been  inspired  by  the 
uprightness  of  his  character  and  by  his  devotion 
to  duty. 


Suggestions  for  Programmes 

(7^  HE  character  of  the  programme  to  be  used  in 
the  observance  of  Empire  Day  is  very  defin¬ 
itely  laid  down  in  the  General  Regulations,  Public 
and  Separate  Schools.  The  regulation  referred 
to  reads  as  follows : 


“Empire  Day,  the  last  school  day  before  the 
24th  of  May,  shall  be  duly  celebrated  in  every 
school;  the  forenoon  being  devoted  to  a  study  of 
the  greatness  of  the  British  Empire,  and  the  after¬ 
noon  to  public  addresses,  recitations,  music,  etc., 
of  a  patriotic  character.’* 


Material  for  this  programme  may  be  obtained 
from  patriotic  selections  in  The  Ontario  Readers, 
from  the  Public  School  Geography,  and  from 
Empire  Day  Booklets  of  former  years. 

Additional  material  may  also  be  found  in 
such  books  as  “The  Canadian  Flag-Day  Book” 
(Longmans,  Green,  Toronto),  and  “Class-room 
Plays  from  Canadian  History*’  (J.  M.  Dent  & 
Sons,  Toronto). 


Little  books  containing  suitable  drills  and 
exercises  for  this  occasion  are  published  by  The 
Educational  Publishing  Company,  36  Shuter 
Street,  Toronto;  and  teachers  interested  should 
write  to  this  firm  for  catalogues. 

“The  New  Educational  Music  Course** — 
Teachers*  Edition,  by  A.  T.  Cringan  (Canada 
Publishing  Company,  Toronto),  contains  many 
songs  suitable  for  the  occasion. 

It  is  assumed  that  the  public  will  be  invited 
to  these  Empire  Day  exercises,  and  that  repre¬ 
sentative  persons  in  the  community  will  be  asked 
to  give  short  addresses  on  the  subject  of  the 
Empire. 


